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Community & Residential Services Authority

MEMBERS PRESENT

Springfield Location:

Michele Carmichael David Elder Susan Fonfa Seth Harkins

Juliana Harms Toni Hoy Gary Seelbach Maureen Haugh-Stover

Michelle Scott-Terven

Chicago Location: (attending by Video conference)
Robert Bloom Brittany Stern

MEMBERS ABSENT
Lisa Betz Kathy Briseno William Delgado Candice Jones
Merlin Lehman Dee Ann Ryan Julie Stremlau

STAFF PRESENT
Springfield Location:

Nancy Aguirre Lynn Lowder Mindy Miller Linda Prewitt
John Schornagel

Chicago Location: (attending by Video conference)
Robert Watts

LIAISONS PRESENT
None

GUESTS
Springfield Location:
Denise Bartelheim., Tana Elder Jessena Williams

Chicago Location: (attending by Video conference)
Theresa Matthews

L CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chairperson Harkins called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. Authority members, CRSA
staff and guests introduced themselves.
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IL APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 11,2016 AUTHORITY MINUTES

The Authority reviewed the minutes of the February 11, 2016 Authority meeting.

MOTION: Gary Seelbach moved and Toni Hoy seconded that the minutes of the February 11, 2016

Authority meeting be approved as submiited. The motion carried unanimously.

III. STAFF REPORT

Director Schornagel referenced the following informational handouts:

Staff Activity Reports for February and March 2016. Director Schornagel informed the
Authority that there is only one case at the Staff Review Level currently and that staff
continue to a monitor the progress of nine children and their families., whose service
planning was influenced through the CRSA Technical Assistance process within the last
two years,. Six of these kids are in residential treatment settings, several of whom will
probably be stepping down from RTC to their home communities during the next nine
months.

Executive Order 3 (2016): Governor’s Cabinet for Children and Youth: was issued
on February 18", The Cabinet is scheduled to meet quarterly. Membership includes all
of the CRSA child serving agencies. The Cabinet has a strong education center, focus
and membership.

Excerpts from the April 5", State Superintendent’s weekly message, provided by Michele
Carmichael, pertaining to: Online Autism focused Resources and ISBE updates
regarding PUNS services.

HFS Briefing request for CRSA: Director Schornagel informed the Authority that he
has requested a briefing/training from HFS to keep pace with HFS-related changes in the
system: Administration of the ICG program (which passed to HFS in mid-March); a
Medicaid Managed-Care transition update; and related operational changes to CARES
/SASS services. Director Schornagel invited Board members who have an interest to
participate in the briefing or have additional questions or areas of interest, to contact him
or Mindy so that they may coordinate member involvement in the training.
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Director Schornagel reminded Authority members that staff recently distributed Calendar Year
2016 Ethics Training materials to all CRSA Board members and alternates by email, specific to
Appointees and Employees of State of Illinois Boards. He urged members to take a few
moments to complete the training, fill in the Acknowledgement of Participation form and send,
fax or mail it to the CRSA office. He also notified the Authority that CRSA staff completed the
training in the first week of the first training cycle.

AGENCY REPORTS
None

OLD BUSINESS

A. CRSA Budget Updates

Director Schornagel provided CRSA budget updates to the Authority. He reminded the
Authority that the approved FY 15 spending plan was reduced by legislative action from
$592,300.00 to $579,000.00 and this reduced appropriation level was sufficient to cover
CRSA operational expenditures for FY 15. He added that the CRSA Board approved an FY
16 spending plan of $620.000.00 which was subsequently reduced in the Governor’s
proposed budget to $592,300.00 but has, to date, not been agreed upon by the legislature and
the Governors’ office and is still pending. He also indicated that the Governor’s Office has
reduced the CRSA requested FY 17 spending plan from the requested $592,300.00 to
$579.000.00. Director Schornagel advised the Authority that CRSA projected operational
expenses for FY 16 and FY 17 could be met at the levels proposed by the Governors’ office
for those respective fiscal years.

B. Other

None

NEW BUSINESS

A. Appointment of a Nominating Committee

Vice Chairperson Harkins informed the Authority that the Executive Committee was
consulted on the appointment of CRSA Nominating Committee which is required to convene
to recommend a slate of officers for the Authority for FY 17 at the June 2016 Authority
meeting. He announced that Chairperson Staton will serve as Chairperson of the Nominating
Committee, serving along with Kathy Briseno, Maureen Haugh-Stover and Toni Hoy, all of
whom volunteered to participate on the Committee.
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B. CRSA FY 17 Meeting Schedule

The Authority reviewed the proposed FY17 CRSA Meeting Schedule for regularly scheduled
CRSA Meetings as well as for tentatively scheduled (off month) meetings.

David Elder moved and Robert Bloom seconded that the Authority adopt the proposed
FY 17 CRSA meeting schedule. The motion carried unanimously.

C. Other
None

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

Vice-Chairperson Harkins reported to the Authority on topics discussed at the April Executive
Committee meeting that had not been addressed in earlier agenda items. Among those topics
are the ongoing systemic impacts of the statewide budget impasse including CRSA’s inability to
reimburse staff or member travel expenses, inability to make office equipment repairs and
inability to replenish basic office supplies. He noted that the Executive Committee also
discussed various pieces of proposed legislation which could potentially impact CRSA
populations, noting that comparatively few bills are actually being passed thus far in the 2016
legislative cycle.

OPEN DIALOGUE

Linda Prewitt informed the Authority that CRSA, in conjunction with the Department of Human
Services and the Illinois Service Resource Center are organizing statewide deaf and hard of
hearing advocates and providers at 5 video-conference locations on May 18, 2016 to undertake a
statewide gaps analysis for individuals with hearing impairment and other behavioral health
disabilities and related issues. It is anticipated that a deaf/hard of hearing behavioral health task
force will emerge from the gaps analysis. Linda Prewitt introduced Jessena Williams, the
Statewide Deaf and Hard of Hearing Coordinator with DHS and Denise Bartelheim, DHS
Regional Manager in DHS regions 3 and 4, who have been actively involved in the planning
efforts. She also acknowledged the seminal involvement of CRSA members Gary Seelbach and
Merlin Lehman, as well as, Dr. Patricia Scherer, the Illinois Service Resource Center and Amy
Richards with ISBE.

Director Schornagel commented that CRSA’s initial Executive Director, Gary Seelbach
participated in and facilitated similar discussions in the late 1990s as part of the Illinois Hearing
Impairment/Behavior Disorder (HI/BD) Board for children and adolescents. He added that the
recommendations made by the HI/BD Board stimulated legislation that improved planning and
services to-vulnerable disability populations. He reminded the Authority that in recent years,
children with hearing impairment in combination with other disabilities have been surfacing with
increasing frequency in the CRSA’s Technical Assistance and Dispute Resolution Process, and



Authority Meeting

James R. Thompson Center, Chicago
Alzina Building, Springfield

April 14, 2016

that all of them have required coordinated, multiple-agency planning and service delivery, most
often to address transition planning needs as they move from the C&A to the adult services
realm. Through these collective experiences, the CRSA has become better informed regarding
specific service gaps in the system of care for this population. Gary Seelbach praised the
agencies and individuals involved in the current statewide gaps analysis for their time, effort and
ongoing commitment on behalf of this vulnerable population.

IX. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

DCFS Associate Deputy Director for Residential Services, Theresa Matthews informed the
Authority that DCFS, in conjunction with Chapin Hall, Northwestern University and the
University of Illinois-Chicago, are in the process of redesigning residential monitoring policies
and procedures. She invited CRSA staff and board members to participate in a stakeholder
focus group being conducted by video-conferencing on Friday, May 6, 2016.

X, COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCMENTS
None
XL ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: David Elder moved and Gary Seelbach seconded that the Authority meeting be
adjourned at 10:53 a.m. The Motion carried unanimously



